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ST  PHILIP,  BISHOP OF HERACLEA,  AND   COMPANIONS,

MARTYRS
(A.D. 304)

[From their original acts, published by Mabillon in Vetera Analecta, t. iv. p. 134,
and more correctly by Ruinart, p. 409 ; Tillemont, t. v.]

PHILIP, a venerable old man. Bishop of Heraclea, the metropolis of Thrace,

was an illustrious martyr of Christ in the persecution of Diocletian.   Having

discharged every duty of a faithful minister in the characters of deacon

and priest in that city, he was raised to the episcopal dignity, and governed

that church with great virtue and prudence when it was shaken by violent

storms.    To extend and perpetuate the work of God, he was careful to

train up many disciples in the study of sacred learning and in the practice

of solid piety.   Two of the most eminent among them had the happiness

to be made companions of his martydom; namely, Severus, a priest whose

laborious and penitential life proved him to be a true disciple of the cross,

and Hermes, a deacon, who was formerly the first magistrate of the city

and in that office by his charity and universal benevolence had gained the

esteem and affection of all the citizens;  but after he was engaged in the

ministry gained his livelihood with his own hands and brought up his son

to do the same.   Diocletian's first edicts against the Christians being issued

out, many advised the holy bishop to leave the city;   but he would not

even stir out of the church, continuing to exhort the brethren to constancy

and patience, and preparing them for the celebration of the feast of the

Epiphany.    Whilst he preached to them, Aristomachus, the stationary

(that is, an officer of the town), came, by the governor's order, to seal up

the door of the church.   The bishop said to him, " Do you imagine that

God dwells within walls, and not rather in the hearts of men?"    He

continued to hold his assemblies before the doors of the church.    The

next day certain officers came and set their seal upon the sacred vessels

and books.    The faithful, who beheld this, were much grieved;  but the

bishop, who stood leaning against the door of the church, encouraged them

with his inflamed discourses.    Afterwards the governor, Bassus, finding

Philip and many of his flock assembled before the church door, gave

orders that they should be apprehended and brought before him.   Being

seated on his tribunal, he said to them, " Which of you is the teacher of

the Christians? "   Philip replied, " I am the person you seek."    Bassus

said,  " You know  that  the   emperor has  forbidden your   assemblies.

Surrender into my hands the vessels of gold and silver which you make

use of, and the books which you read."    The bishop answered, " The

vessels and treasure we will give you; for it is not by precious metal, but